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HER STORY SO FAR
The First Three Books of Dooms

Artesia, daughter of Argante, called the Witch of An-Athair and 
burned at the stake, flees her home in the Middle Kingdoms and 
crosses into Daradja and is made a concubine to King Branimir of 
the Highland citadel of Dara Dess.  In time she rises to be one of 
his chief war captains; a priestess to dread goddesses such as Yhera, 
Queen of Heaven; and a magician controlling warlike spirits.  
Bran betrays her, and in anger she beheads her King, binding his 
spirit as a ghost to watch over the citadel.  She lays claim to his 
throne, and as self-proclaimed Queen of Dara Dess, she leads an 
army of Highlanders to aid their neighbors against a common 
enemy: the ancient Empire of Thessid-Gola, seeking to restore 
itself to its former glories and territories.

Now Artesia and her army of Daradjan soldiers, foreign 
mercenaries, and nominal allies – including the Baroness 
Elizabeta; Myrina, a Minor Queen of Amora, and her knights; Ser 
Wallis Liefring, Baron of Misal Ruth; and Guielin and Bern Lis 
Red, sons of the Grand Duke – are trapped, besieged in the city 
of Abenton by the army of the rebel King of Angowrie, Euwen 
Derc Janaslas.  The defenders of the city repel the early assaults on 
the walls with ease, and manage a sortie that inflicts considerable 
damage on their besiegers.  The sortie is enough to prompt an 
offer of parley, and the meeting with King Euwen brings a closer 
glimpse of his Djar Maelite allies from the mountain kingdoms of 
the Isliklids.  But it ends in a surprise disaster, as Artesia is stabbed 
by one of her own Highlands mercenaries: Vaslav, Captain of the 
Blackwings, and trusted brother to Demetrius, Captain of the 
vaunted Silverwings...

A NOTE FROM THE 
AUTHOR

This issue has been a long time coming.  The first two issues 
of the Besieged series came out almost three years ago, just 
as my business partner and I were starting up Archaia as 
a publishing company in earnest (prior to that point the 
company had existed mostly just as a self-publishing vehicle 
for my own book).  The success of many of the titles that 
we published – including Mouse Guard, Robotika, The 
Killer, Okko, The Secret History, and Gunnerkrigg Court – 
was, as it turned out, a bit of a mixed blessing, as it meant 
more and more time spent on company duties and less 
and less time available to continue work on Artesia.  The 
company that we started is now largely in other capable 
hands, allowing me for the first time in several years to 
return to the drawing board, shake the rust off as best I 
could, and begin the task of completing Artesia Besieged.  
Which makes me, at least, a happy fellow.  My apologies to 
those readers who have had to wait so long to read the next 
chapter in Artesia’s story; and my thanks for your patience 
and forbearance while the book has been away.  I hope you 
continue to enjoy the series after its long hiatus!

The appended essay normally found at the back of the book 
can instead be found as a free download at 

www.artesiaonline.com




